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4.0 Terminology 

5.0 Building Code of Australia (BCA) / National Construction Code 
(NCC) requirements 

5.1 Performance Requirements 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



Protection of openings for 
service penetrations in fire-resisting 
building elements 

Good Practice Guide Protection of openings for service penetrations in fire-resisting building 
elements 

Version 1         Page 6 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5.2 Deemed-to-Satisfy (DTS) requirements 



Protection of openings for 
service penetrations in fire-resisting 
building elements 

Good Practice Guide Protection of openings for service penetrations in fire-resisting building 
elements 

Version 1         Page 7 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Protection of openings for 
service penetrations in fire-resisting 
building elements 

Good Practice Guide Protection of openings for service penetrations in fire-resisting building 
elements 

Version 1         Page 8 

5.3 Clause C3.15 Compliance Methods 

5.4 How does an FRL apply to protection methods 

BCA Volume 1
Clause C3.15

C3.15(a)
Tested Systems

Method 1
C3.15(a)(i)

Achieves both integrity 
and insulation criteria

Method 2 
C3.15(a)(ii)

Achieves integrity and 
other specific criteria

Method 3
C3.15(b)

Ventilation and air-
conditioning

Method 4
C3.15(c)

Compliance with 
Specification C3.15
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5.4.1 Method 1 – Tested Systems 1 

5.4.2 Method 2 – Tested Systems 2 
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5.4.3 Method 3 – Ventilation and Air-Conditioning 

5.4.4 Method 4 – Compliance with Specification C3.15 
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5.5 Indirect reference to BCA requirements 
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6.0 Protection Methods (Fire stopping systems) (Protection 
methods) 

6.1 Components of fire stopping systems 
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7.0 Documentation Requirements 

7.1 Evidence of suitability 
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7.2 Penetration and Protection Method Register 
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8.0 Who is responsible for fire resistance 

8.1 What must a service contractor do 
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Step 1
Identify fire-resisting 

building elements 
and their FRLs

Step 2
Select compliant 

protection method

Step 3
Obtain evidence of 

suitability

Step 4
Install protection 

method

Step 5
Provide 

documentation to 
client
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Appendix A – BCA 2008 changes to Clause C3.15 
and Specification C3.15 
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Appendix B – Common misconceptions regarding 
Clause C3.15 and Specification C3.15 
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